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Minutes 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

Thursday, July 25, 2013 
 
 
A regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was called to order at 5:31 
p.m. by Pamela Melville, Chairperson, in the Sierra Room at the Reedley Community 
Center, 100 N. East Avenue, Reedley, CA 93654. 
 
1. ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

A. Commissioners Present:  Pamela Melville, Chairperson; Tom Brandt, Vice 
Chairperson; Stephen Penner; Traci Tucker. 

B. Commissioners Absent:  Excused - Kelly deJarnette 
C. Youth Representatives:  Present – Alejandra Ramos    Absent – Excused: 

Rica Coria. 
D. Staff Present:  Sarah Reid, Community Services Superintendent; Denise 

Phariss, Administrative Assistant. 
E. Others Present:  Youth Representative applicants - Alexa Becerra; 

Nathalie Gutierrez; Jesus Ayala; Jennifer Ito. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

It was moved by Commissioner Brandt, seconded by Commissioner Tucker, that 
the minutes of April 25, 2013 be approved.  The motion carried. 

 
3. PUBLIC DISCUSSION – None. 
 
4. ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS – None. 

 
5. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Recognition of 2012-13 Youth Representatives – Alejandra “Alex” 
Ramos was presented with a personalized tumbler cup and plaque for her 
service as a Youth Representative to the Parks and Recreation 
Commission.  The Commission thanked her for her time and commitment.  
Rica Coria was not able to attend this meeting.  Sarah Reid presented her 
with her tumbler and plaque earlier in the week.  Pictures were taken of 
both outgoing reps and will be submitted to the Reedley Exponent.   

B. Selection of 2013-14 Youth Representatives – Each applicant was 
allowed the opportunity to tell a little about themselves and the reason why 
they felt qualified to apply.  Alexa Becerra, Senior.  Wants to get other kids 
involved in volunteering; Nathalie Gutierrez, Sophomore.  Has done 
community service; is sophomore rep.; Jennifer Ito, Senior.  Academic 
Decathlon, ASB, grew up participating in Volleyball and Softball programs, 
describes herself as a quiet leader; Jesus Ayala, Junior.  Fond of the 
Reedley community, wants to give back, outgoing/perfectionist, 
volunteered at Food Bank in Fresno; Crystal Ikemiya, Senior.  Scholarship 
to Japan (wasn’t able to attend meeting).  Through a video clip she 
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explained that she wants to give back to the community by serving on the 
Commission.  Commissioner Penner asked each applicant why recreation 
is important to a community.  The applicants were invited to stay to the 
end of the meeting if they wished, but were told that a decision for the 2 
positions would be decided in closed session at the end of the meeting.  
They will be notified early next week with the Commission’s decision.   

C. Community Recreation Grant Guideline Revisions – The Commission 
reviewed the suggested language change which added, “If not all grants 
are awarded, the Commission may make a recommendation to City 
Council to increase the award amount up to the maximum budgeted 
amount.”  The Commission liked the language and agreed that they would 
like to give out the entire budgeted amount.  This would allow all the 
money to be given to qualified applicants, even if the maximum number of 
grants are not awarded.  Motion by Commissioner Penner, seconded by 
Comissioner Brandt to add this language to the end of item 4 on the 
Community Recreation Grant Guidelines.  Motion carried.   

 
6. STAFF REPORTS 
 A. Joel Glick – None 
 B. Sarah Reid 

1) Distributed the Summer Safety Awareness flier that Commissioner 
deJarnette and Sarah had worked on to inform the public of 
important rules and safety information about using city parks.  The 
flier was distributed in both English and Spanish and is available at 
the Community Center and City Hall.   

2) Summer Programs are continuing 
a. Swim Lessons at Sierra View Homes – all three sessions 

sold completely out.  Staff will be in talks with Sierra View 
Homes about returning next year.  The new pool at Reedley 
High School does not look like it will be completed until the 
end of next summer.  Sierra View has been a great venue 
for providing swimming lessons to the public.  

b. Day Camp is going well at the Community Center. 
c. Jr. Giants has 3 more weeks to go.  Great participation. 
d. Adult Softball is nearly over.   

 
7. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

A. Commissioner Tucker – Recruited family and friends to help clean up 
the section of Rail Trail behind the college – Manning Avenue to the 
Gazebo at the river.  Besides all the weeds, she has noticed many plants 
and trees not getting enough water – may be an irrigation issue.  After her 
group was done she has noticed more activity on the trail, including 
different groups of volunteers.  Sarah reported that Dana Logan, former 
Parks Supervisor has come back on a part time basis to work specifically 
on the Trail.  It was also mentioned that the water fountains do not work 
either, except the one by the restroom facility.  Commissioner Tucker 
reported that doggie bags are no longer available and asked staff to look 
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into that.  People do not seem to be picking up after their animals and it is 
creating a real problem.  She also reported increased graffiti on the trail 
between 13th Street and Dinuba Avenue.   

B. Commissioner Brandt – Stressed that the Trail needs to be addressed.  
Asked if Chris Tamez could be invited to the next Parks and Recreation 
Commission meeting to present the plan for maintenance of parks, 
including the Rail Trail.  Possibly even rethinking what is important and 
what is not – i.e. removing ground cover to reduce the amount of watering 
and maintenance needed.  He mentioned that the trees are mature and 
we may not need the low growing plants.  It was also suggested to invite 
Dale Melville to report at the same meeting from the volunteers’ 
perspective.   

 
8. CLOSED SESSION 
 The Commission entered closed session to discuss the Youth Representative  

applicants.   
 
9. OPEN SESSION - YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE SELECTION 

A. Motion made by Commissioner Penner, seconded by Commissioner 
Brandt to select Alexa Becerra and Jennifer Ito as the 2013-14 Youth 
Representatives to the Parks and Recreation Commission.  Motion 
carried.   

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

As there was no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 6:21 
p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                                                     _____   
Denise Phariss, Administrative Assistant  Pamela Melville, Chairperson 

 
 
                                                                  _______________________________ 
Sarah Reid, CS Superintendent  Joel Glick, CS Director 


